WESTMORELAND CONSERVANCY NEWSLETTER
www.westmorelandconservancy.org

JULY 2009 Editors: Shelly Tichy & Kate Blackmore 724-325-5523

wchewsletter@ comcast.net

Summer Geo-cache Treasure Hunt

June 27 marked the Westmoreland

Conservancy’'s summer

which allows participants to locate specific locations
using their GPS units.

Tracee Imai attended our Jun
meeting and gave .
presentation explainingss
geocaching and its popularitys
By posting this event on thes

was instrumental in
introducing our reserves t
participants from the Sout

Hills, Butler and Armstrong County.
he pic

Townsend Park’s lower pavilion
at 5pm was for all members
and participants, and there
were 47 people attending.
" Generous donations from
Giant Eagle in Murrysville,

Shop & Save in Holiday

Park and GFS (Gordon Food

Supply) of Monroeville
combined  with  private
donations to supply the

picnic fare. Everyone pitched
£ S in to make the gathering
specral Even a Gr|II Master!

Geo-cache event on our
reserves. Geo-caching is a very popular phenomenon

pooches were allowed to come up and choose the
own toy from the doggie treats provided by Petland c
Monroeville. Then their people got to choose a bag ¢
treats to pamper them even more.

As before, each participant was to srgn the los
book at each cache and take™ # 0
one (1) item b8
location. Those managing e
gather the items representingi* j
all locations received extrags |
tickets for the drawings, whichiE
were held as soon as everyone"
had a chance to eat. Hoss’s,
Cosmos Pizza, Table 22
Atria’s, Pasqualino’s, Eat-n-
Park, KFC, Chick-fil-a, Bella=*

Luna, Pugliano’s, Target, Monster Golf and Half-Price

= Books donated prizes (treasure)
' for our adventurers!

The Summer Geo-Cache
Treasure Hunt was well-attended
and lots of fun. We’re looking

—ele s forward to the Autumn Edition,
coming up October 24, 2009. Watch our website fa
details.

April 2009 Elections Meeting

Our April 22, 2009 Annual Members Meeting
included the election of one new member to our boat
of governors. The general membership elects tt

Once everyone had arrived for the picnic, some  poard of governors, who in turn elect the officers.

very special awards were given out. Many geocachers

take their dogs
along for the
excursion, and this
day was no
exception. The
participating

Members elected Bill Powers to join Mount
Fitzpatrick, Richard Wagner, Bjoerg Granger, Joann
Kendall, Kate Blackmore, Shelly Tichy, Mark
Emerson, Cary Bohl, Betsy Aiken, Doug Bauman an
Charles Conway on the 2009 board. The governo
then elected the 2009 officers: President: Shelly Tichy



Vice Pres: Kate Blackmore; Treasurer: Bjoerg Granger
and Secretary: Mark Emerson.

Westmoreland Conservancy and the

Farmer’'s Market
Kate Blackmore

The WC kicked off Summer with a definite

presence at the Export Farmer's Market. It's being held

every Tuesday afternoon from 4 to 7 p.m. |It's

presently located against the train tracks on Rt. 22 in

downtown Export across from St. Mary's Church.
As this weekly event becomes more popular,

can also E-mail it to the Conservancy website ¢
contact@westmorelandconservancy.org

Schedule of Upcoming Events

Please respond if attending an outing or event to:
wcnewsletter@comcast.net

Saturday, July 4" Park & Reserve walk: Pleasant

we find ourselves setting up earlier to accommodate Valley Park: 10amat Pleasant Valley Rd parking lot.

the ever increasing crowd. The Conservancy keeps

fine company with local farmers offering fresh local
produce and fruit (later in the season). Also in

Saturday, July 18" Park & Reserve walk: McGinnis
ReservelOamat Hunter Drive Parking area.

abundance are perennials, annuals, and herbs in VariousWedneSday July 22" Monthly meeting 7:30 PM at the

container forms. And let's not forget the number of
bakery vendors. Yum!
row" are initially greeted by the sights and scerita o
BBQ vendor, followed by the carnival mix of funnel
cakes, popcorn, cotton candy and snowcones.

The Conservancy presence is of a different
nature. Our primary goal is to connect with the local

public by locating the nearest park and reserve to their

home. That introduction is generally followed with
explanations of our mission and membership. The
word is getting out, and the results, however humble,
are significant.

Speaking strictly for myself, the social aspédct o
'hanging out' for a few hours a week, 'talking up'
something | truly believe in is a reward in itself.

So come on out, stop and chat. Better yet,
volunteer to help man the tent to continue to readh
and share a cause most dear to our hearts.

2009 Murrysville Community Day

Murrysville Community Day 2009 is scheduled
for Saturday, August ¥5 at the Murrysville
Community Park on Wiestertown Rtom 2 — 8:30
pm. The annual fireworks show will follow at 9 pm.

Submit Your E-Mail Address To Have Event
Updates & Information Delivered

Be more closely informed about events, walks

Patrons entering "shopper's

Murrysville Library Municipal Room.

Thursday, July 30": “Community Night” at Hoss's-
Murrysville: present the coupon (1 per table) and Hoss’
will donate 20% of your total bill to the Westmoreland
Conservancy

Saturday, August £ Park & Reserve walk: Duff Park:
10am at the Duff Park Pavilion on School Rd South.

Thursday, August 6" “Community Night” at Hoss’s-
Murrysville: present the coupon (1 per table) and Hoss’
will donate 20% of your total bill to the Westmoreland
Conservancy

Saturday, August 1% Park & Reserve walk: Walter
Reserve:10amat Walter Reserve lot on Weistertown Rd.

Wednesday, August 28: Monthly meeting 7:30 PM at the
Murrysville Library Municipal Room.

Saturday, August 29: Summer Excursion: Laurel
Caverns, a 435 acre geological park off Rt. 40 east «
Uniontown. See article for details.

Saturday, September 8: Park & Reserve walk: Kellman
Nature Reserve:10amat Kellman Dr. lot.

Saturday, September 19: Park & Reserve walk:
Caywood Reservel0am

Wednesday, September 23 Monthly Meeting, 7:30 PM
at the Murrysville Library Municipal Room.

and excursions. Provide your E-mail address on the
attached form and mail it to the address provided. You Saturday, October 17" Fall Color Walk at Rock Point

Nature Area. See October Newsletter for time andldetai



Saturday, October 24" Autumn GeoCache Treasure Hunt.

Westmoreland Conservancy
Nights at Hoss's

Thursday, July 30" and August 6": “Community Night”
at Hoss's-Murrysville: use this coupon (1 per table) on
either date and Hoss'’s will donate 20% of your totaltbill
the Westmoreland Conservancy

Laurel Caverns Summer Excursion

Laurel Caverns is the largest cave in
Pennsylvania and is of
sandstone rather than the
more common
limestone. We are
planning a day-long
group excursion on
Saturday, August 29
Group rates (15+) for
the 1-hour guided tour
$8/Adult, $7/Seniors
(65+), $6/grades 6-12
and $5/grades K-5
Preschool children’s
admission is free. Fewe
than 15 people attendin
will  raise admission
$2/person. If there i

L=

interest, a tour of the undeveloped areas of the cave is
available to those 8 years of age and up for $16 which

INCLUDES the regular tour, with the request that
participants bring flashlights and expect to get dirty!
Our group is scheduled for the 10 AM tour.

The tour follows the natural slope of the

mountain and may be strenuous for some. The
temperature inside is 52F degrees, so a sweatshirt

would probably be a good item to carry along. Sturdy
walking shoes with non-slippery soles are
recommended.

The 435-acre geological park also feature
mountaintop views, picnic tables, cave miniature
goffing ($4), sluicing for gemstones ($4), pre-
scheduled repelling classes ($29) or fossil hunting ($€
We can arrange for EITHER a pizza lunch or a hoag
lunch to be prepared for us at $6 per person. Or we ¢
bring a grill and supply our own picnic. Please respon
to wcnewsletter@comcast.net 724-325-5523 as soon
as possible.

Rock Point Nature Area

The Wild Waterways Conservancy has a
interesting and historic property near Ellwood City tha
just begs to be
explored. Rock
Point Park was
a Victorian-era
amusement
park nestled
within the land
between the
railway and the
Connoquenessing Creek where it joins the Beavi
River. Another “Trolley Park”, it was contemporary to
and in competition with the likes of Kennywood, Idore
Park and Cascade Park. Rock Point saw its heyd.
between 1885 and 1911.

After closing there were an undetermines
number of fires that destroyed the structures, ar
nearly 100 years hence there is little evidence of tt
park. Nature has reclaimed the area, allowing foreson
picturesque hiking trails along a few of the original
walkways. Leaving those trails the area presents
rugged landscape, challenging to experienced hikers.

October 17should present some beautiful Fall
colors and some thinning of the dense foliage.
perfect time to explore! Our October 2009 newslette
will have meeting times and plans for our day. Visi
our website atvww.westmorelandconservancy.ofi@y
information and photos of past group excursions.

Westmoreland Conservancy Photos

We would love to see photos that you hav
taken at any Conservancy event! We have a phot
share group on Flickr to do just that! Flickr is a
international photography website. It is FREE to join
We invite you to visit us and look at our photos, or joir
us to share yours! Our page is:
http://www.flickr.com/groups/westmorelandconservan

cy/




Westmoreland Conservancy
P.O. Box 446
Murrysville, PA 15668

contact@westmorelandconservancy.org

2008 Board of Governors/Officers

Officers: President — Shelly Tichy
Vice President — Katie Blackmore
Secretary — Mark Emerson
Treasurer - Bjoerg Granger
Governors: Mount Fitzpatrick, Doug Bauman,
Cary Bohl, Charles Conway,
Richard Wagner, Mark Emerson,
Betsy Aiken, Bill Powers

The meetings are open, and we look forward to seeing
you there. Meetings are held theWednesday of each

month at the Murrysville Library at 7:30 pm.
July 22
August 26"
September'®3
The next Newsletter is scheduled @ctober 2009

Westmoreland Conservancy
An all volunteer, non-profit, 501c-3 Corporation
dedicated to acquiring and preserving rural and
rustic lands for the public good.

Westmoreland Conservancy
Membership Application
P.O. Box 446
Murrysville, PA 15668

Membership Levels

Name

Address

City

State Zip Code

e-mail

For your convenience, you may also renew your
membership or give donations through our website
at www.westmorelandconservancy.org




