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1991 – The Beginning! We started by partnering with the Municipality of

1991 - 2021

Murrysville to protect the Kellman Reserve. Since then we:
Have protected more than 600 acres. Hold title to 550+ acres
in eight reserves. Have made nature accessible.
We invite you to celebrate with us throughout the year by
attending walks and events at these reserves. We offer a
variety of programs, including stargazing (and moonwatching!); apple tree pruning; enchanted forest events;
plantings and non-native plant removal; and storybook walks
in partnership with the Delmont Public Library to name a few.

Autumn Enchanted Forest at Morosini
Saturday, October 17 may have been a bit chilly, but it
brought out the curious and eagle-eyed! A generous
donor made prizes for those finding the most fairy
houses in the various groups. The air was filled with
excited squeals of discovery, and
there was all sorts
of discussion as to
the types of fairies
that watch over
the land.

Potter’s Corner Chestnut Enclosure work
Installing new fencing at the American Chestnut
enclosure with members of
the Potter Family!

OptOutside at McGinnis 11/27
Seen while trekking through the McGinnis
Reserve the day after Thanksgiving.

Winter Solstice Walk, Jupiter/Saturn Convergence
Monday, December 21 was the Winter Solstice, shortest night of the
year, and we saw new faces at our walk. It was also the night of the
“Solstice Star”, the convergence of Jupiter and Saturn. This hasn’t
happened since the 17th century, but unfortunately, the cloud cover
and rain obscured our view.

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY and the Novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19)
The viral respiratory disease that has been declared a global pandemic has impacted
everyone. Current State and Federal guidelines discourage gatherings of 10 or more
people indoors, and STRONGLY recommend the use of masks when interacting
indoors or out. We will observe the mask and distancing recommendations at ALL of
our outdoor events.
All Westmoreland Conservancy Reserves will remain open to the public. Many families
will be looking for activities to burn off some energy. Being out of doors, away from
closed up homes, is the best place to be. Sunshine and fresh air do not aid viral
transmission. Go take a hike. PLEASE observe Leave No Trace
sensibilities and take out anything you take in.
Do NOT leave your masks and/or gloves at our
reserves. And, please, do not congregate and
take unnecessary chances with your health or
that of your family.
It’s Okay to Go Outside! Please observe the recommendations!
Stay Home when Sick
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First Day Hike at the Tomer Reserve
January 1 , 2021: First hike of the New Year. Join us at 1PM at the Tomer Reserve
parking area on Twin Oaks Drive North, N 40° 28.500 W 079° 40.719.
We’ll explore the trails and bring in the New Year with staff from the Delmont Public
Library. They have a program planned specifically for young nature enthusiasts, so
this is a Family Outing!
st

Owl Prowl/Night Hike Friday, January 29th

Parking is limited to about 28 vehicles…. Fewer if there’s snow on the ground, so be
sure to save a space in advance for our Owl Prowl/Night Walk at the Morosini Reserve
Friday, January 29 at 4:30PM. The walk will be led by some very
experienced birders with ties to Audubon and Westmoreland
Bird & Nature Club. Staff from the Delmont Library will be
sharing a program called Owl Moon as well!
The moon will be very nearly full, but we recommend a
flashlight in case of cloudy conditions.
And yes, things really DO look different in the dark!

Apple Tree Rehab and Restoration at Morosini
February 20
Our annual project is revitalizing the old apple trees at Morosini!
We have seen these trees bloom and produce the very same year! This is year four of
our quest to not only revitalize the old variety trees at the reserve, but to make others
more comfortable with the process before
trying at home!
We look forward to seeing new faces as well
as the familiar ones! Rob Malley, Chip
Brown and Lindsey Praksti and will share
their experience and each family group will
choose a tree on which to practice and
adopt for future maintenance. What will you
name your apple tree? (“George” is taken!)

1st Day of Spring Hike at Walter Reserve
Join Lindsey Praksti Saturday, March 20, at 10AM to walk the Walter Reserve on
Weistertown Road. Get a taste of the season as Spring begins to pop!

Supermoon Over Morosini March 28
The Morosini Reserve provides an unobstructed view of moonrise in the East, so we’ll
meet at 6PM at the main parking lot (Morosini Farm Road off Ringertown Rd) to hike
to the perfect viewing spot. This event is weather dependent.
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Earth Day at the Flinn Reserve April 24
Déjà vu? Perhaps! We’re going to try this again.
Celebrate the 51st Earth Day
at the Flinn Reserve! The 2021
theme is “Restore Our Earth”.
This is an opportunity to
engage in community service
and to appreciate just how far
this region has come because
of local environmental pioneers!
The Flinn Reserve boasts a nice
parking lot. We’ve got a new kiosk
and are working to create a new
map of the acreage and trail(s).
Earth Day will give us another
opportunity to show off the trail.
We'll also be able to remove some
accumulated trash along Boxcartown Road and get at some
of the non-native growth. All we need is YOU!!

Annual Member’s Meeting & Elections April 28
Westmoreland Conservancy’s Annual Members’
Meeting and Elections are scheduled for
Wednesday, April 28th, 2021. The meeting will be
held in the NEW Delmont Public Library and on
Zoom. Should you choose to attend via Zoom,
please send an email to
contact@westmorelandconservancy.org so that we
can send you the link.
The Members’ Meeting will open at 7pm with a review of the proposed slate for the
election of our Board of Governors. This election is by our general membership, so
please plan to attend. Your voice is important to us. At the close of the Members
Meeting, the Organizational Meeting will commence with the Board members electing
the 2021 officers. The April Board meeting will then come to order.
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2020 Eagle Scout Projects
2020 saw two Eagle projects completed on Westmoreland
Conservancy Reserves. Both are from Boy Scout Troop 205.
The pond aeration waterfall was created by Ben Hollerman
at the Morosini Reserve. The
project, which features a solar panel
powering a pump which raises
water to the top of a waterfall on
the north side of the Morosini Pond,
required approximately 400 man
hours over the course of 715 days.
The Flinn Reserve Kiosk was constructed by Nathan Mock.
He and his team hand-dug post holes in shale/clay soil to set
the posts. They racked up 147man hours building the
Westmoreland Conservancy signature kiosk to specifications.
Westmoreland Conservancy is grateful for the efforts on our behalf and for being a
part of their quest for Eagle. Congratulations, Gentlemen!

www.westmorelandconservancy.org
2020-21 Officers

2020-21 Board of Governors

Shelly Tichy – President
Rob Malley – Vice President
Bob Sloboda - Secretary
Joann Reisch – Treasurer
Nicole Smith - Recording Treasurer

Alan Halperin - Board
Lindsey Praksti – Steward Coordinator
Steve Shotts - Board
Chip Brown – Steward Coordinator

Our Vision
To preserve natural, rural, and historic landscapes for Nature’s benefit and the
enrichment of future generations.
Our Mission
Westmoreland Conservancy preserves, enhances, and connects land, habitat, and
green space through acquisition, stewardship, and cooperation with local communities
and other organizations.
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Westmoreland Conservancy
1 Priority Lane, Unit 446
Murrysville, PA 15668
contact@westmorelandconservancy.org

Schedule of Events
**Watch our Facebook page or sign up for email reminders for work days!**
Please wear sturdy shoes, leg protection and weather-appropriate attire.
Scheduled Events may be canceled in case of Extreme Weather.

01/01/2021: 1PM First Day Walk at the Tomer Reserve, Twin Oaks Drive North
01/27: 7PM Monthly Meeting, NEW Delmont Public Library
01/29: 4:30PM Owl Prowl at Morosini Reserve, Morosini Farm Court
02/20: 9AM Apple Tree Pruning at Morosini Reserve, Morosini Farm Court
02/24: 7PM Monthly Meeting, NEW Delmont Public Library
03/20: 10AM: 1st Day of Spring hike, Walter Reserve, Weistertown Rd
03/24: 7PM Monthly Meeting, NEW Delmont Public Library
03/28: 6PM Supermoon over Morosini, Morosini Farm Court
04/24: 9AM Earth Day at the Flinn Reserve, Boxcartown Road
04/28: 7PM Monthly Meeting, Delmont Public Library
Shelly Tichy, Editor 724.325.5523 contact@westmorelandconservancy.org
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