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Things to do Spring 2022!

ing
r
p
S
2
2
0
2

Saturday, April 23: Earth Day at the Flinn Reserve, 9AM
The Boxcartown Road parking lot will again serve as our Earth Day “Ground Zero”. Last
year’s Earth Day haul featured some 40 tires and dozens of bags of trash.
We’ll get together at the parking lot and break into teams: one to pick up trash, one to
improve pollinator habitat by removing more non-native invasive growth. And let’s not
forget one for trail maintenance!
Remember to register to attend at http://www.westmorelandconservancy.org/eventregistration. We have community service hours available for students, scouts and
corporate employees too!

Wednesday, April 27: Annual Member Meeting & Elections
Delmont Library, 7pm

The meeting will be held in the Delmont Public Library and on Zoom. Should you
choose to attend via Zoom, please send an email to
contact@westmorelandconservancy.org so that we can send you the link.
The Members’ Meeting will open at 7pm with a review of the proposed slate for the election of our Board of
Governors. Rob Malley is completing a 3-year term and has consented to serve
again. Our treasurer, Joann Reisch, will be stepping down, but will serve out her
Board Term.
Board member election is by our general membership, so please plan to attend.
Your voice is important to us. At the close of the Members Meeting, the
Organizational Meeting will commence with the Board members electing the
2021 officers, after which the April Board meeting will then come to order.

Saturday, May 7: Eta Aquariids Meteor Shower Star Party 8PM
Bring your blanket and/or lawn chair and fixins for s’mores! We’ll enjoy a small campfire while
looking to the heavens for shooting stars. We’ll set up telescopes to better view the planets as well!
Remember your insect repellent. Meet at Morosini parking lot #1 at 8PM. This event is weatherdependent, as it will be absolutely no fun on a rainy night!

Sunday, May 15: Birdwatching 101 at the Morosini Reserve 8AM
You can see wonderful things early in the morning! Park in either lot
at the Morosini Reserve and meet at the Universal Pedestrian Trailhead
(at the end of the road) at 8AM. (The house is NOT part of the Reserve)
The walk starts PROMPTLY at 8, so get there early! Our guides from the
Westmoreland Bird & Nature Club really know their stuff, so don't be
afraid to ask questions and take notes. Bring binoculars, notebook and
if you have one, a field guide to help identify what you see!
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Saturday, May 21: Enchanted Forest at Morosini 11AM
Westmoreland Conservancy invites you to join us at the Morosini Reserve from
11AM- 2PM Saturday, May 21st. Find fairy houses and troll huts in the woods.
Learn about the mysterious magic of Nature! Discover all sorts of cool things!
Things like “How many mantids fit into a thumb-sized house?” (Lots!
Seriously!!)
Join us at the UPT lot at the end of Morosini Farm Court. Come dressed as your
favorite fairy, sprite or woodlands creature! We'll make a fun craft for everyone to take home!

Saturday, May 28: Tau Herculids Meteor Shower Star Party 8PM
Another opportunity to watch the sky and count “falling stars”. We’ll set up at Morosini lot
#1 as for the May 7th Star Party, with a small campfire around which you can toast
marshmallows and make s’mores. Bring blankets or camp chairs, and insect
repellant. This event is weather-dependent.

Saturday, June 18; Morning: Geocaching at the Morosini Reserve, 9AM-1PM
Caching with the Conservancy has been a long-standing event tradition with
Westmoreland Conservancy. 2022 will re-visit an existing cache trail with a few new
locations to explore. The cache trail at the Morosini Reserve spirals around the reserve
telling stories about the land and what makes it such a special place. We invite you to
gather for a group photo at 9AM and spend a few hours tracking down treasures.

Saturday, June 18; Evening: An Enchanted Evening at Morosini, 8:30PM
With the Summer Solstice only 2 nights away, this will be one of the longest nights of
2022. What better way to observe this than to enjoy a magical evening outside? Join
us at 8:30PM at the Universal Pedestrian Trailhead for an evening walk to the pond
and around to the fields. The longer you stay, the more fireflies you’ll see mingling
with the fairies. The moon should be reasonably bright, being waxing gibbous.

Annual Donations
It’s that time of year again! Your donations and support are ALWAYS welcome, however, Renewal is June 1st
annually! Your donations help to support our projects and events. They help us achieve our goals and continue
to grow, making nature available to EVERYONE!
Student (under 18): ......................................$10
News Recipient................................................$25
Conservation Ally............................................$50
Steward Supporter........................................$100
Resource Partner...........................................$500
Your commitment to making an annual donation helps us plan our operating budget, knowing what amount we
can expect to receive every year. Any tax-deductible donation of $25 or more qualifies for free membership.
You can renew your annual donation through the site or support us with a new donation. Any donation can be
easily managed through our website: http://www.westmorelandconservancy.org/donate
or mailed directly to Westmoreland Conservancy, 1 Priority Lane, Unit 446, Murrysville, PA 15668.
You can follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages, as well as our calendar and newsletter.
We enjoy sharing our news, our events, and our plans with you!
Get to know us! We’re good to know!
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2022 First Quarter Activities
01/01/2022
First Day at
Morosini

01/15
Winter Weeds Walk
with Lindsey*
01/29 Hot Chocolate Hike
w/Murrysville Recreation

4th Tuesday Winter Walk Series*

03/20 First Day of Spring Walk
02/19 Apple Tree Pruning

*Lindsey is a certified
herbalist, Master Naturalist, and fascinating hike leader. In fact,
we prefer to call her hikes “grazes”, as we sample Nature’s
forgotten bounty along the trails! ~ST
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2021-22 President’s Report
2021 marked Westmoreland Conservancy’s 30 anniversary in land protection. We spent all year celebrating
that milestone. We threw ourselves a “Cheers to 30 Years” party. And WC has continued to grow. Our land
holdings have increased from 258 acres in 2014 to 603 acres today.

Westmoreland Conservancy Land Holdings
Acreage by year

The 52-acre Thompson Reserve in South Murrysville/Penn Township was donated in 2021. It will play an
important role in protecting the Lyons Run Watershed corridor. Donor Kathryn Kemble requested that we name
the reserve in honor of her father. Kathryn made wonderful memories while enjoying this land with her dad.
Westmoreland Conservancy is honored to protect such a legacy.
Lyons Run Watershed Association expects to begin construction of
the acid mine drainage (AMD) remediation site this year across from
the Flinn Reserve parking area along Boxcartown Road. By
removing the contaminants upstream, there is the very real
expectation of improving the water quality and habitat downstream.
For that reason, land donations (Thompson Reserve) and
acquisitions along Lyons Run are high on our list of priorities.
Another proposed project is in partnership with Westmoreland Heritage Trail (WHT)/ Westmoreland County
involving the Morosini Reserve. We have known the property ‘s southern boundary line is shared by the old rail
line and might potentially become part of WHT. As these plans move closer to fruition, conversation has
focused on a mutual trailhead where WHT meets the Morosini Reserve. We are in talks to create a parking area
dedicated for trail users to access WHT safely on the west side of Route 66. WHT will repair and maintain the
old 1915 trestle over Morosini Farm Court and install a sign to welcome visitors to the Morosini Reserve. The
project will create natural synergy for two outstanding entities.
With the legal matters finally resolved, Westmoreland Conservancy has
opened the new red trail on the recently acquired 32 acres in the southern
part of the King Reserve. If you’ve not yet explored the area, it is a beautiful
hike amongst cucumber magnolia and giant tulip poplars. Start at the Potter
trailhead at the west end of the parking lot and turn left at the Chestnut Tree
enclosure.
The yellow trail located in the northeast part of the King Reserve has been
rerouted around the 6 acres traded to Crowfoot Sportsman’s Club in the
transaction. You are invited to enjoy this revised trail.
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The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the way people interact outdoors. This
has resulted in a remarkable increase for people enjoying our reserves. We have
created some fun and interesting events to engage visitors of all ages. The semiannual Enchanted Forest at the Morosini Reserve is held in May and October.
Searching for fairy houses while learning about the magic of Nature appeals to
everyone. This year we’re adding An Enchanted Evening to the calendar to
enjoy a long summer evening and watch fireflies.
Conferences had gone “virtual” in the face of the pandemic, but we all crave the “in-person” experience of
interacting with our peers. September afforded us our initial opportunity to step back into a live format with
the Greenways and Trails Summit in Erie, PA. Westmoreland County Parks/WHT presented a workshop
illustrating various trailheads and cooperative partnerships along the Westmoreland Heritage Trail. This put
the spotlight on projects in Monroeville and at the Morosini Reserve.
The PA Land Conservation Conference was held in Gettysburg, PA March 16-18. Westmoreland Conservancy
participated by co-presenting a program titled “Understanding YOUR Rights When the Utilities Come Knocking”.
This was based on experience gathered over the past several years while navigating situations at our various
reserves.
At present we are watching the construction of our Wildlife Observation
Blind along the Universal Pedestrian Trail at the Morosini Reserve.
When finished, the 24’x12’ blind will allow children, adults, and
individuals with mobility aids to view nature from anywhere within the
structure. It is designed to be compliant with regulations and sits high
enough to allow viewing over the tall grasses in late summer. Making
nature accessible for everyone to enjoy is a cause we are happy to
embrace. There are several projects in the works at the Morosini Reserve that will help us further that goal.
Your support makes it achievable.
Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of this organization.
Shelly Tichy
Prseident

The Forests of Spring
Walking into the Forest in spring is like a game of hide and seek, where
flowers are always hiding, and you are forever seeking. A short walk through the
warming sunlight can quickly turn into a hunt for the tiniest of springs flowers
hiding in the leaf litter of a thousand autumns past. A splash of yellow here, a
drop of purple there, each pushing its way into the light. Once you start noticing
the paint drops of Spring you'll begin to see them everywhere and it will seem
as if a camouflaged rainbow was pulled from the sky then scattered across the
forest floor.
The earliest indicator that Winter is waning and Spring is around the corner is the arrival of Skunk
Cabbage. Skunk Cabbage is a plant that loves swampy wet areas and as you may guess from
its name it smells like the musky spray of a skunk. Even when the snow is still on the ground
Skunk Cabbage will heat itself up through a process called thermogenesis and melt its way to
the sunlight. The young plant sticks up like a short spiraling spike of purple and green swirls,
stark against the white of snow. Later in Spring it will begin to leaf out becoming a largeleafed cabbage like plant that is said to be a favorite food of bears coming out of hibernation.
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One of the earliest wildflowers to show itself upon springs arrival is Coltsfoot. Each of its flowers is like a
small yellow sun pushing through the leaf litter announcing the return of warmer days. Coltsfoot
is somewhat of an oddity amongst plants as it produces flowers before it produces leaves. The
leaves show up sometimes a good month after it has flowered.
Daffodils are another herald of the changing seasons. Though they are not
technically a flower of the forest, daffodils can often be found there. For me they
are an indicator species, marking places of human life that once were but are
no more. Daffodils are a perennial/annual that comes back year after year in and around the
place that a human hand once planted them. Where you find daffodils in the forest you can
almost always find the remnants of human habitation: an old stone foundation, a fallen down
spring house or broken milk bottles. Each clump of daffodils is a glimpse into the past.
If you wander the forest long enough, you are bound to encounter
Bloodroot. With a little patience you can watch its ritual of spring greeting unfurl. As the
days slowly warm Bloodroot pushes its way up from beneath the earth up through the leaf
litter. As it reaches skyward you will see that it comes prepared for the season wrapped in
the warmth of its own leaf blanket. Soon enough its large leaf unfolds from around the stem
and its flower bud opens wide, each of its many rays of white makes themselves known to
the world.
As the seasons gets into full swing more early spring wildflowers start to arrive, each one taking
advantage of the sun that hits the forest floors before the trees begin to leaf out.
The white flowers of Cutleaf Toothwort, Rue Anemone and Hepatica soon give
way to many varieties of Trillium, each with its own color palette ranging from
pale yellow to bright red. If you’re lucky you may encounter the Painted Trillium
whose white flower petals looks as if they were each kissed by bright pink lips.
Trilliums are a forest treasure that take
their good old time to mature, often
growing for 7 years before producing a
flower.
Another of my favorite spring arrivals is the Mayapple. If you
happen upon a healthy forest Mayapples can often be seen covering the
entire forest floor. A sea of shiny green umbrellas casting shadows upon
the ground. Their cream-colored flowers mature into small greenish yellow
fruits in summer, a delightful snack for the creatures who live in the forest.
As you leave the forest keep your eyes peeled on the edges where the forest and field meet,
it is here where you'll find a variety of spring flowers such Purple Dead Nettle, Chickweed, and
Dandelion. Many of these edge dwellers start to show themselves even when the air is still frosty,
taking advantage of the open sunlight. Dandelion and Chickweed are often seen blooming
throughout the winter as the snows come and go, their flowers giving us
hope for springs arrival on even the coldest of days.
This year as spring begins to blossom and the sunny days beckon you to the forest
for exploration keep on the lookout for these and many other early
spring flowers that live among us. Soon enough they will show
themselves to you.
Some other Spring wildflowers to look for: Dutchman’s Breeches,
Wild Ginger, Lady’s Slipper Orchids, Spring Beauty, Squirrel Corn,
Virginia Blue Bell, Trout Lily, Jack in the Pulpit and many more.

~Lindsey Praksti
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Westmoreland Conservancy and You
You may have noticed that we LOVE land. Land gifts are awesome! We hope that you will
talk with us before making such a gift. It’s a big step, and we want to make certain that
everyone understands one another’s expectations. There is no more land being made, so let’s
work together to protect what we can!
We appreciate all the support you’ve given Westmoreland Conservancy through the years.
There is always an open invitation to attend the monthly meetings and learn more about the
what, why and how of this organization. As mentioned earlier in this newsletter, our treasurer
is stepping down. Are you interested in helping? Contact us! We always have room for helpful
hands to maintain trails. Does your business support community service days? We’re happy to
provide hours and projects.
As for donations of something other than your time, we have a whole list of those “needed
things”. The Morosini Reserve receives a lot of attention for being the most universally
accessible. It also requires a lot of attention. For instance, we will eventually need to acquire a
tractor with various attachments to take over effective management of the reserve. Before any
of that can come to pass, we need to raise the funds to construct a multi-use building. It must
safely store necessary equipment. It will need to have an indoor meeting room and accessible
bathrooms. And it should have outdoor pavilion area for events. This will require segmented
construction and several years of planning and fundraising. That’s for only one of our nine
(currently) reserves. As always, your support is vital.
Ultimately, any means you choose to support Westmoreland Conservancy is appreciated.
Your time, your expertise, your generosity ALL help keep this organization growing. Because of
your support, people can find a place to enjoy nature close to home. And we are grateful.
Westmoreland Conservancy Reserves are
privately owned lands that are open to the
public. PLEASE observe Leave No Trace
sensibilities and take out anything you
take in. Do NOT leave trash at the reserves.
https://lnt.org/why/7-principles/
Westmoreland Conservancy Online:
Website: http://www.westmorelandconservancy.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WestmorelandConservancy
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/westmoreland_conservancy/
2021-22 Officers

2021-22 Board of Governors

Shelly Tichy – President
Rob Malley – Vice President
Bob Sloboda – Secretary/Steward Coord.
Joann Reisch – Treasurer
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Westmoreland Conservancy
1 Priority Lane, Unit 446
Murrysville, PA 15668
contact@westmorelandconservancy.org

Our Vision
To preserve natural, rural, and historic landscapes for Nature’s benefit and the enrichment of
future generations.
Our Mission
Westmoreland Conservancy preserves, enhances, and connects land, habitat, and green space
through acquisition, stewardship, and cooperation with local communities and other
organizations.

Schedule of Events
**Watch our Facebook page or sign up for email reminders for work days!**
Please wear sturdy shoes, leg protection and weather-appropriate attire. Scheduled
Events may be canceled in case of Unsuitable Weather.
04/24: 9AM Earth Day at the Flinn Reserve, Boxcartown Road
04/27: 7PM Annual Members Meeting, Elections & Monthly Meeting, Delmont Public Library
05/07: 8PM Eta Equariids Meteor. Shower Star Party, Morosini Lot #1
05/15: 8AM Birdwatching 101, Morosini Reserve UPT Trail, Upper lot
05/21: 11AM Enchanted Forest at Morosini UPT Trail, Upper lot
05/25: 7PM Monthly Meeting, Delmont Public Library
05/28: 8PM Tau Herculids Meteor Shower Star Party, Morosini Lot #1
06/18: 9AM Geocaching at the Morosini Reserve, Lot #1
06/18: 8:30PM An Enchanted Evening at Morosini, UPT Trail, Upper lot
06/22: 7PM Monthly Meeting, Delmont Public Library
Volume 31, Issue 2

8

