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Morosini Universal Pedestrian Trail Reveal

he weather painted beautiful skies and warm, dry temperatures on September 14th &
15th. Perfect conditions to present the Universal Pedestrian Trail (UPT) and accessible parking lot to our donors and the public. Murrysville Mayor Regis Synan cut the
ribbon Saturday afternoon, officially dedicating and opening the UPT.
Phase I of the trail is just over 2000 feet, providing a firm surface for wheelchairs, walkers,
strollers, and pedestrians alike to enjoy a leisurely walk amongst the trees leading down
to the pond. Phase II is currently in the planning stages, which will include creation of
a switchback-type path from the main trail down to the pond and observation decks at
both ends.
Benches will be installed every 100 feet along the trail, allowing for users to rest along
the way and enjoy the birds, or simply sit in the comfort of being surrounded by Nature.
Contact us to sponsor a bench at: contact@westmorelandconservancy.org.
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Flinn Parking Lot & Remediation Area

he Flinn Reserve is receiving a make-over! We have successfully defended an encroachment and with the help of our new neighbors are moving ahead with clean-up
and remediation of the damaged area. The trees that had been bulldozed onto our land
have been mulched down and the slope returned to a more natural disposition. We’re
planning some workdays this fall to plant native trees, shrubs and vegetation. Interested
in lending a hand? Drop us a line at: contact@westmorelandconservancy.org.
In addition, we have a new parking lot on Boxcartown Road! A drive-through (one-way),
8-car parking area has been installed and will host a kiosk and additional native plantings. We’re developing a trail loop on the original 20-acre parcel, and plan for some serious non-native plant removal for our Earth Day 2020 Work Day!
Parking and trail development on the 84-acre portion of the Flinn Reserve is planned for
development beginning in 2020.
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Autumn Excursion-Oct 12th

P

lease note the date! Our Autumn Excursion date has been moved to Saturday, October 12th. This year will again be at Harrison Hills Park, since our 2018 outing was
rained out. Meet at the Sardis Park lot (past the main lot by the second pavilion) at 9am
Saturday, October 12th to carpool or caravan to 5200 Freeport Road, Natrona Hts. For
more information, watch our Facebook page.
Harrison Hills Park encompasses 500 acres, boasting a full trail system including the
Rachel Carson Trail.
Trail map:
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/uploadedFiles/Allegheny_Home/Dept-Content/Parks/
resources/maps/map-harrison-hills-blazed.pdf

Opt-Outside - Friday, November 29th

J

oin us at the Morosini Reserve for a “study” in animals and the habitat. “What feeds
whom and how can we help?” The Morosini Reserve exhibits several types of habitat
within its borders. So what actually lives there? When? And how do we improve the quality of the habitat?
Rise & shine from the tryptophan torpor (turkey crash) and meet us at the UPTrailhead
at 9:30am.
Parking coordinates:
40.423947, -79.583633 for the main lot,
40.425134, -79.581507 for the accessible lot and UPTrailhead.

W

Change of Meeting Venue - A Reminder

estmoreland Conservancy meets monthly on the fourth (unless otherwise noted)
Wednesday from 7-9pm. The meetings are open to ALL members, as well as to the
general public. We maintain transparency in this manner, and we welcome fresh, new
ideas.
We have moved our meeting location to the Franklin Regional High School Library in
the Franklin School Complex off of Old William Penn and School Roads. Due to holiday
schedules, the November meeting will be November 20th (3rd Wednesday) and there
will be no December meeting. Additional information will be available on our website
and our Facebook page.
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First Day Hike: Wednesday, January 1st, 2020

F

irst day of a New Year, first official hike on a newly revealed Reserve! Join us at 1pm
Wednesday, January 1st at the new Flinn Reserve parking lot on Boxcartown Road.
Parking coordinates are: 40.400156, -79.655203
We’ve got a loop trail on 20 acres, and it’s the start of something magical! We have PLANS
to share! Did you know that this area of South Murrysville is the entrance to what was
once known as “Denmark Manor”? It was part of the William Penn Charter, and was
considered the richest in natural resources in the area, thus originally set aside for Penn’s
descendants! Let’s see what wonders we can see!

O

McGinnis Hike: September 19

ur September Third-Thursday Hike with Lindsey was held at the McGinnis Reserve, and we have some really great news to share! Our lovely little stand of Witch
Hazel has spread into several colonies along the blue trail! We’re looking forward to seeing LOTS of pretty yellow florets in October!
We were surprised to find a (male) Jack in the Pulpit along the upper end of the blue
trail as well...a bit higher elevation and away from the intermittent stream, but a welcome sight just the same. Spicebush, viburnum, and wild grapes are setting fruit and
will provide food for wildlife, as will the black walnuts which are abundant this year.

A Place To Call HOME

W

estmoreland Conservancy has experienced some wonderful growth in recent
years. We’re excited to be looking at some serious landscape projects that could
be transformative. Lyons Run in South Murrysville and Penn Township will soon be a
study in how to restore water quality and habitat. The Morosini Reserve boasts a locally
unique nature trail that promises a relaxing experience to all who visit. The potential
synergy with Westmoreland Heritage Trail along our southern boundary is real and
exciting. The McGinnis Reserve, with its rehabbed meadow, American Chestnut plantings and a new Chimney Swift Tower project in planning, is a wonderful place to explore! The King Reserve is growing by 21 acres and protecting a larger part of Pearson’s
Creek. And the old deer exclosure at Potter’s Corner is being repurposed to enclose new
American Chestnut and Pawpaw plantings.
With so much on our work plan, the time has come to seriously consider a place to call
home: office space, a permanent address and meeting space, a place to store equipment
… all things that could significantly impact the way we operate.
We’re looking for the perfect place. Any thoughts?
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Members vs Donors

ave YOU thought about your relationship with Westmoreland Conservancy?

A Donation is any case where a person or organization gives to your organization,
but receives no ongoing, tangible benefits for their generosity. A donation may be a
single fixed amount, or it may be part of a recurring or automated payment schedule.
In all cases, however, the donor’s main benefit is that they may write off the amount
from their taxes. If the donor does receive a onetime gift for their contribution, such as
a shirt or other token, the transaction would still be recorded as a donation, as there is
no ongoing benefit received for their generosity. However, in such a case, for the donor the tax-deductible value of the donation would be reduced by the value of the item
received.
Westmoreland Conservancy does not reward donations with premium benefits. Being
a non-profit all-volunteer land trust, it’s a program that we don’t find to be sustainable.
That doesn’t mean that we don’t love our donors. Our donors are not only our benefactors, but also the beneficiaries of all the nature we preserve. Since we do not charge
anyone to use and enjoy our Reserves, the public at-large can reap the benefits of the
generosity of our donors
“Members” are donors who make a commitment for a set annual donation. Memberships help us plan our operating budget, knowing what amount we can expect to receive every year. Members may always opt for donations beyond the annual membership amounts.
Although we don’t give tokens in exchange for donations, we still would like to make
available special items our supporters can proudly wear or carry to show their commitment to the environment. We will be making some special items available for purchase
on our website: mugs, backpacks, and things that you might like to give as a thoughtful
gift.
We hope you enjoy our new website. It was created for Westmoreland Conservancy by
a team of Franklin Regional students. You can renew your annual donation through the
site, or support us with a new donation. You can also access our Facebook and Instagram pages, as well as our calendar and newsletter.
We enjoy sharing our news, our events, and our plans with you!
Get to know us! We’re good to know!

Thank you for your support

Westmoreland Conservancy
1 Priority Lane, #446
Murrysville, PA 15668

contact@westmorelandconservancy.org

Schedule of Events
**Watch our Facebook page or sign up for email reminders for Morosini work days!**
Please wear sturdy shoes, leg protection and weather-appropriate attire
Scheduled Events may be cancelled In case of Extreme Weather.

Oct 12: Autumn Excursion. Harrison Hills.
Oct 17: 6pm. Third Thursday Hike w/Lindsey Praksti. Walter Reserve.
Oct 17-19. RALLY 2019 in Raleigh, NC.
Oct 23: 7pm. Monthly Meeting. Franklin Regional High School Library.
Nov 20: 7pm. *Holiday Schedule*Monthly Meeting. Franklin Regional High School Library.
Nov 29: TBD. Opt Outside Hike. Morosini Reserve.
Dec: No Monthly Meeting
Jan 1, 2020: 1pm. First Day Hike. Flinn reserve Lot, Boxcartown Road.
Jan 22: 7pm. Monthly Meeting. Franklin Regional High School Library.
Feb 26: 7pm. Monthly Meeting. Franklin Regional High School Library.
2019-20 Officers
Shelly Tichy - President
James Zimmerman - VP; Steward Coordinator
Eloise Milligan - Secretary
Howard Weigold - Treasurer
Nicole Smith - Recording Treasurer

2019-20 Board of Governers
Alan Halperin - Board
Lindsay Praksti - Board; Steward Coordinator
Rob Malley - Board
Steve Shotts - Board

Westmoreland Conservancy Online

Webstore: http://www.westmorelandconservancy.org/Membership.htm
Website: http://www.westmorelandconservancy.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WestmorelandConservancy
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/groups/westmorelandconservancy/

Editors: Sohail Khwaja/Shelly Tichy
724.325.5523
wcnewsletter@comcast.net

Our Vision
To preserve natural, rural, and historic landscapes for Nature’s benefit and the enrichment of future generations.
Our Mission
Westmoreland Conservancy will act to preserve, enhance, and connect land, habitat, and green space through
acquisition, stewardship, and cooperation with local communities and other organizations.

