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First Day at Flinn
01/01/2020
oin us Wednesday, January 1st at 1pm at the Flinn Reserve parking area on Boxcartown
Road. It’s the first official event at the reserve, and we are excited to share it with you!
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Parking coordinates: DD: 40.400517°, -79.654617° / DDM: N 40° 24.031’, W 79° 39.277’
/ DMS: N 40° 24’ 1.86’’, W 79° 39’ 16.62’’
Check it out, as it’s also the location of our Earth Day project on April 25, 2020.

Supermoon Over Morosini Star party
02/09/2020
he Morosini Reserve provides an unobstructed view of moonrise in the East, so we’ll
meet at 6PM at the main parking lot (Morosini Farm Road off Ringertown Rd). to
hike to the perfect viewing spot. This event is weather dependent!
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Parking coordinates: DD: 40.424°, -79.583806° / DDM: N 40° 25.44’, W 79° 35.028’ /
DMS: N 40° 25’ 26.4’’, W 79° 35’ 01.7’’

Apple Tree Rehab and Restoration

02/22/2020
ur annual project, revitalizing the old apple trees at Morosini! We have seen these
trees bloom and produce the very same year! This is the third year we are offering
this event, and we look forward to new faces as well as the faInside
miliar ones! Rob Malley knows a thing or two, and will share
his experience and a tree on which to practice before taking on
Annual Election
your own at home.
Earth Day
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March 4 Parks
03/21/2020
aturday, March 21st at the Murrysville Sport Zone. Registration begins at 9 am and the Marches will kick-off at
10:30 am. March For Parks is sponsored by the Westmoreland
County Parks & Recreation Citizens Advisory Board.
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Annual Members Meeting
04/22/2020
estmoreland Conservancy’s Annual Members’ Meeting and Elections are scheduled for Wednesday, April 22nd, 2020. Because the Franklin Regional High School
Library is not available to us in April, the meeting location will be announced PRIOR to
our March meeting on our website, Facebook page, and local papers.
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Earth Day at Flinn
04/25/2020
arth Day in Western PA... Near and dear to our hearts! An opportunity to engage in
community service and to appreciate just how far this region has come because of
local environmental pioneers! This year we WILL be at the Flinn Reserve, learning about
and removing non-native plants and otherwise improving the area!
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Rally in Raleigh 2019

E

sse quam videri. “To be rather than to seem.” North Carolina State motto. A fitting
place to host the 2019 Annual RALLY Conference.

From river protection to community conservation, Rally always presents great learning
opportunities. The ability to visit projects to experience impact firsthand is invaluable.
Coming home revitalized is icing on the cake.
One of the projects I was able to visit was a perfect example of Community Conservation at work in Durham, NC. The rehabilitation of some old low-income housing into
a vibrant community utilizing rain gardens and brilliant storm water management was
absolutely inspiring! Such projects help protect the streams and rivers, and reduce damaging flood run-off. The plans to rehabilitate a floodplain from an ill-advised commercial
development to a vibrant habitat area was another highlight.
Education in the land trust world is imperative to all of us. Learning best management
practices, and understanding that those practices change over time as we work to find
balance between Nature and the realities of today’s society, is vital to our ability to save
land, habitat, and wildlife. Accreditation is a big part of that commitment, both as a means
of proving our dedication to protecting land, AND to strengthening our organization to
continue being a reputable, transparent entity that will stand the test of time. Westmoreland Conservancy stood with our class as having achieved renewed accreditation.
~Shelly Tichy
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Workday At Flinn

A

team of Scouts from Troop 205 scheduled a work party at the Flinn Reserve Friday,
October 25. They were among the first to park in the new lot on Boxcartown Road
with the express purpose of creating the beginnings of a trail system from scratch. The
rough draft of a trail had been flagged, and this team learned the differences between
several non-native species requiring removal, and the native plants benefitting from that
removal. They also learned elements of trail-building and what hazards to watch for and
remove. It was a productive and fun afternoon for all!
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Witch Hazel Hike

e had determined in September that the witch hazel in the McGinnis Reserve has
spread along the blue trail, and we thought that we would stroll along that trail to
see the lovely shrub in bloom. We were NOT disappointed! The delicate yellow blooms
were all over!
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Paw Paws @ Walter

he Walter Reserve boasts a very large stand of pawpaw trees, upwards of 40 trunks.
But they all represent a single organism…. Clones of the original, and unable to
produce fruit. On November 3rd, our team introduced several new trees to the colony in
order to encourage genetic diversity and fruiting. It will take a few years to see the desired
results, but it’s just so exciting to know that we can monitor the progress!

Chestnuts @ Potter’s Corner

O

ur donors may all have different reasons for making their lands available for protection, but in the long run, it’s all about celebrating place. In the case of Potter’s
Corner, Bill Potter sold Westmoreland Conservancy the parcel along Crowfoot Road so
that it would be a place to commemorate his late son, Larry. Bill came out to clear trails
and walk in the woods with us for years, both as a project with his Rotary Club, and as a
supporter of Westmoreland Conservancy. His other children began joining us for similar
projects.
Jeff Potter passed unexpectedly in 2018, and
his siblings came together with Westmoreland
Conservancy
Continued next page...
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POTTER’S CORNER ...continued
to plan a permanent means of remembering him on the reserve. This project became the
American Chestnut Project on the Potter Reserve, and was installed November 10th, just
days before Bill Potter passed away as well. To our delight, the Potter Clan has decided to
take on stewardship duties at the reserve, wanting to learn all about protecting this land
and the stream, Pearson’s Creek, that runs through it.
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Opt-Outside - Morosini

riday, November 29...AKA Black Friday,
turned out to be a great day for a brisk
hike.
We had coffee & donuts, and a nice fire where
we could warm up after the walk around the
Morosini Reserve.
Great conversation, dry weather, and a discussion regarding a potential project for
2020 kept us busy!
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Santa @ Sardis

urrysville Recreation & Public Works came together to create a family-friendly day
at Sardis Park! On December 7th a huge bonfire, characters from Frozen, Santa’s
Workshop, and community groups doing activities filled the park for an afternoon of fun!

Westmoreland Conservancy
1 Priority Lane, #446
Murrysville, PA 15668

contact@westmorelandconservancy.org

Schedule of Events
**Watch our Facebook page or sign up for email reminders for Morosini work days!**
Please wear sturdy shoes, leg protection and weather-appropriate attire
Scheduled Events may be cancelled In case of Extreme Weather.

Jan 01, 2020: 1PM. First Day Hike at Flinn. Flinn Reserve. See front cover for GPS coordinates.
Jan 22: 7PM. Monthly Meeting. Franklin Regional High School Library.
Feb 09: 6PM. Supermoon Over Morosini Star Party. Morosini Reserve.
Feb 22: 9:30AM. Apple Tree Rehab and Restoration. Morosini Reserve. Main parking area.
Feb 26: 7PM. Monthly Meeting. Franklin Regional High School Library.
Mar 21: 9:30AM. March 4 Parks. Murrysville Sport Zone.
Mar 25: 7PM. Monthly Meeting. Franklin Regional High School Library.
Apr 22: 7PM. Annual Members’ Meeting and Elections. Location TBD. Stay tuned to our website and
		
Facebook page for location announcement.
Apr 25: 9AM. Earth Day at Flinn. Flinn Reserve. See front cover for GPS coordinates.
2019-20 Officers
Shelly Tichy - President
James Zimmerman - VP; Steward Coordinator
Howard Weigold/Rob Malley - Treasurers
Nicole Smith - Recording Treasurer

2019-20 Board of Governers
Alan Halperin - Governor
Lindsay Praksti - Governor; Steward Coordinator
Steve Shotts - Governor

Westmoreland Conservancy Online
Webstore: http://www.westmorelandconservancy.org/Membership.htm
Website: http://www.westmorelandconservancy.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WestmorelandConservancy
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/groups/westmorelandconservancy/

Editors: Sohail Khwaja/Shelly Tichy
724.325.5523
wcnewsletter@comcast.net

Our Vision
To preserve natural, rural, and historic landscapes for Nature’s benefit and the enrichment of future generations.
Our Mission
Westmoreland Conservancy will act to preserve, enhance, and connect land, habitat, and green space through
acquisition, stewardship, and cooperation with local communities and other organizations.

