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Earth Day @ Flinn Reserve
Saturday, April 24th turned out to be not only a beautiful day, but a very
productive one as well!
Our volunteers
pulled 42 tires from
the woods and
collected a dozen
bags of trash from along Boxcartown Road! THAT’S dedication!!

2021 Annual Meeting & Elections
Wednesday, April 28th marked our Annual Members Meeting and Elections. Westmoreland
Conservancy meetings are held at 7pm on the 4th Wednesday of each month at the
Delmont Public Library. Meetings are hybrid, and may also be attended via Zoom. Please
email us at contact@westmorelandconservancy.org if you would like the Zoom link.
Steve Shotts & Lindsey Praksti stepped down from the Board due to scheduling conflicts.
We are grateful for their input and continued interest.
Chip Brown managed the Annual Members’ Meeting,
announcing the slate for the election of Governors
and calling for the vote. Shelly Tichy renewed her
term, and Rob Bowman joined the team. We
welcome Nicholas Rose as our Student Board
member.
Once the vote was finished and all Governors
acknowledged, the Members’ Meeting was brought to a close. The 2021-22
Westmoreland Conservancy Board of Governors: Chip Brown; Rob Malley; Nicole
Smith; Rob Bowman; Bob Sloboda; Alan Halperin; Joann Reisch, Nicholas Rose and Shelly
Tichy.
Rob Malley then called to order the Organizational Meeting, during which time the
Governors elect the Officers. The 2021-22 Officers are: Shelly Tichy, President. Rob
Malley, Vice President. Joann Reisch, Daily Treasurer. Nicole Smith, Recording Treasurer.
Bob Sloboda, Secretary. Once the Election of Officers was complete, the Organizational
Meeting was closed and the April 2021 Monthly Meeting was called to order. Our gratitude
to all of the members at large in attendance.

May 1st 30th Anniversary Hike Series #2
Celebrating 30 years of land protection with
Westmoreland Conservancy and Hollow Oak Land
Trust (HOLT). Both organizations got their start in
1991 in different areas of the Pittsburgh region and
have left their mark by making beautiful green spaces
available to their respective communities for public
enjoyment. Series hike #1 was held at HOLT’s Meek’s
Run Saturday, April 10.
Twenty people came together at the lower parking lot at 10AM,
and we discussed the unique features of the Morosini Reserve
as we walked up the road to the
Universal Pedestrian Trail. This 2000’
surfaced trail was designed to allow
people with mobility issues to enjoy a
walk to the pond while observing various habitat areas.
The tour then took the group over to the eastern fields above
Route 66 and one of the most scenic views of the reserve. Circling
around the northern fields provided another scenic perspective,
as well as an opportunity to locate some morel mushrooms and
discuss their most likely habitat.
We wrapped up our 2-hour excursion around the reserve by
visiting an old shagbark hickory and several large beech trees at the Beech Hollow. A few
continued the conversation about the connections between HOLT and WC over lunch at
the Penn Murray (Yes, we recommend the food!) Some even returned to the Morosini
Reserve to explore more and encountered a large swarm of honey bees! The reward was
being able to watch Salem Apiary collect the queen and safely relocate the swarm!

Enchanted Forest Saturday, May 22
Looking for fairy houses and troll
huts can be thrilling work for the
sharp-eyed! Spying shy residents
and brightly colored pollen
portals along the way makes
the search that much more
interesting! The pond even
revealed some of its magic.
Look closely and you’ll see
dragonflies in the photo! Everyone made pinecone birdfeeders
to take home to their own winged marvels.
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Summer Solstice/Firefly Walk Sunday, June 20
It was a beautiful night for an evening walk
down to the pond. We then followed the trail
around to the eastern field, where we looked
back into the darkness to see the emerging
fireflies. Some of our crew counted more
than 100 of the flashy insects along the trail
back to the lot.

July 10, Morning: Geocaching at Flinn GC9C75Y
Be at the Flinn Reserve parking lot on
Boxcartown Road at 9:30AM Saturday, July
10th for a group photo, then explore both
the reserve and the Lyons Run Watershed
Association property across the road. The
trail will tell the story of the area’s mining
history. We'll wrap up the event at the start
coordinates at 11:30am with a discussion of
Westmoreland Conservancy's plans for the future development of the
greenway. Please bring a camp chair to sit back and relax
during the group discussion. Visitors are free to continue
exploring the reserve and greenway area.
There are no public facilities on the reserve, however there
are a few fast food restaurants and gas stations within 2
miles of the location.
The trail includes 2 pre-existing caches owned by
Babynubbins & Drunkin Monkeys, then extends along the
Lyons Run Watershed Association property to explore the
future AMD remediation site. The trail terrain is rugged
and challenging, but also beautiful and full of local history. We think you'll enjoy the story!
Hope to see you there.

July 10, Evening: Star Party at Morosini
A NEW MOON means "no moon" and a dark sky! It also means it should be a perfect night
for a star party!
Bring your blanket or lawn chairs, marshmallows and grilling sticks. We'll bring the
telescopes and provide the campfire.
Come early and explore the Morosini trails until dusk, then
join us at the main (lower) parking lot as we set up the
campfire and telescopes at 7:30PM.
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Saturday, July 17 Flinn Reserve Walk
We invite you to come out and enjoy the improved
trail at the Flinn Reserve. Meet at the Boxcartown
Road parking lot at 9AM Saturday, July 17. The
new kiosk, built by Eagle Scout Nathan Mock, will
soon boast a new trail map of the reserve.

Saturday, August 21 King Reserve Walk
We’re looking forward to sharing our new
trail through the recently acquired acreage on
the south side of Crowfoot Road. From
salamanders to cucumber magnolias and
maidenhair ferns, there are treasures to
explore throughout this lush addition to the
King Reserve.

Saturday, October 9: Autumn Excursion
For many years we have enjoyed visiting other conserved or protected
lands. Trips have included Cooper’s Rock, WV; Spruce Flat Bog and Wolf
Rocks in the Laurels; McConnell’s Mill; Hollow Oak Land Trust’s Meeks
Run; Linn Run and Ohiopyle. We scheduled no such outing for 2020
(need we say “Covid”?), but are renewing this happy tradition!
Autumn Excursion 2021 will take us to the Laurel Summit State Park. We
will meet at 10AM at the parking area for Spruce Flats Bog/Wolf Rocks.
Wear weather-appropriate gear, and plan for lunch at Ligonier Tavern.

Saturday, October 16: Autumn Enchanted Forest Event
The Morosini Reserve will be draped in Autumn Finery as we search the
trail for evidence of Woodland Sprites, Fairies, and Magical Creatures!
Care to Join us from 11AM to 2PM? Email us at
contact@westmorelandconservancy.org or message us on our Facebook
page to reserve a parking space (we have only about 25!).
Bring your sense of wonder!
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Thompson Reserve: Our NEWEST Reserve
Gifted by Kathryn A. Kemble in honor of her father, James (Jim) Thompson, The Thompson
Reserve is a 52-acre parcel that is part of the Lyons Run Watershed Greenway. The parcel
holds special
memories for
Kathryn, as she would
gather and husk black
walnuts from the
property for her
grandmother’s
homemade fudge. Westmoreland Conservancy is proud to be the protector of such special
places and precious memories.

ALL Westmoreland Conservancy Reserves with public access remain
open. Many families are looking for activities to burn off some energy. Being out of doors,
away from closed up homes, is the best place to be. Sunshine and fresh air do not aid viral
transmission. Go take a hike. PLEASE observe Leave No Trace sensibilities and take out
anything you take in. Do NOT leave your masks or anything else at our reserves. And,
please, do not take unnecessary chances with your health or that of your family.
It’s Okay to Go Outside! Please observe the recommendations!
Stay Home when Sick

www.westmorelandconservancy.org
2021-22 Officers

2021-22 Board of Governors

Shelly Tichy – President
Rob Malley – Vice President
Bob Sloboda - Secretary
Joann Reisch – Treasurer
Nicole Smith - Recording Treasurer

Alan Halperin - Board
Rob Bowman - Board
Chip Brown – Steward Coordinator
Nicholas Rose – Student Board Member

Our Vision
To preserve natural, rural, and historic landscapes for Nature’s benefit and the
enrichment of future generations.
Our Mission
Westmoreland Conservancy preserves, enhances, and connects land, habitat, and
green space through acquisition, stewardship, and cooperation with local communities
and other organizations.
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Westmoreland Conservancy
1 Priority Lane, Unit 446
Murrysville, PA 15668
contact@westmorelandconservancy.org

Schedule of Events
**Watch our Facebook page or sign up for email reminders for work days!**
Please wear sturdy shoes, leg protection and weather-appropriate attire.
Scheduled Events may be canceled in case of Extreme Weather.

07/10: 9:30PM Geocaching at Flinn GC9C75Y, Boxcartown Road
07/10: 7:30PM Star Party at Morosini, Morosini Farm Road, Lower Lot #1
07/17: 9AM Hike at Flinn Reserve, Boxcartown Road
07/28: 7PM Monthly Meeting, NEW Delmont Public Library
08/21: 9AM: King Reserve hike, Crowfoot Road Lot
08/25: 7PM Monthly Meeting, NEW Delmont Public Library
09/22: 7PM Monthly Meeting, NEW Delmont Public Library
10/09: 10AM Autumn Excursion
10/16: 11AM Autumn Enchanted Forest at Morosini
11/26: TBA Friday, November 26 Opt-Outside
Shelly Tichy, Editor 724.325.5523 contact@westmorelandconservancy.org
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